
 

 
 

AGENDA 
Cultural Arts Commission 

Regular Meeting 
Council Chambers, 305 W. Third Street 

July 1, 2026 
4:30pm 

 
To join remotely, click on the link below:  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82238160454?pwd=wshxH0l1DDRvNddT9-athOugc9Wxhg.P5tgyJfVqivsJv4v 
Or telephone (toll-free):  833 548 0282 

Meeting ID: 822 3816 0454 
Passcode: 434186 

 
If you wish to speak during public comments or a particular item on the agenda, please sign-on by 
following the zoom call in steps listed above. Once the Chair calls for public speakers, press *9 to raise 
your hand, or if online, click the raise hand icon in the Zoom interface to inform the Chair you would like 
to speak during the public speaking section for that particular item on the agenda. 
 

YOU MAY PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS:​
 

1.​ ATTEND THE MEETING AT THE LOCATION LISTED ABOVE OR VIA ZOOM​
 

2.​ EMAIL COMMENTS OR REQUESTS TO SPEAK BEFORE THE MEETING 
a.​ Submit a request to speak no later than 1:00pm on the day of the meeting by contacting the 

Commission Secretary Sandra Diaz at sandra.diaz@oxnard.org. Please indicate the agenda 
item number in the subject line. 

 
3.​ PROVIDING PUBLIC COMMENTS REMOTELY DURING THE MEETING 

a.​ To provide a public comment during the meeting dial (888) 475-4499 and enter the 
Meeting ID and Passcode listed above as the Zoom details for this meeting. When the 
Chair announces the particular item on the agenda you want to speak on, press *9 to raise 
your hand. Once called on, press *6 to unmute your phone. 

b.​ Public comments on agenda items will be taken following the announcement of the item. 
After the item is announced, members of the public shall have three minutes to register or 
otherwise be recognized for the purpose of providing public comment.  

 
A.​ ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE​

 
B.​ APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
1.​ SUBJECT: Minutes of the meeting of June 10, 2026​

RECOMMENDATION: Approve. 
 
C.​ PUBLIC COMMENTS 

At a regular meeting, a person may address the Cultural Arts Commission only on matters within the 
subject matter jurisdiction of the Commission. The presiding officer shall limit public comments to 
three minutes. The Commission cannot enter into detailed discussion or take action on any item 
presented during public comments not on the agenda. Such items may only be referred to the 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82238160454?pwd=wshxH0l1DDRvNddT9-athOugc9Wxhg.P5tgyJfVqivsJv4v


 

Commission Secretary for administrative action or scheduled on a subsequent agenda for discussion. 
Unless otherwise approved by the Commission, persons wishing to speak on items not on the agenda 
should do so during public comments. 
 

D.​ COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 
1.​ SUBJECT: Public Art Permit for the Oxnard Housing Authority’s  La Colonia Corridor Mural 

Project 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Commission approve the Public Art Permit for the Oxnard 
Housing Authority’s La Colonia Corridor Mural Project.   

 
E.​ AD-HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
1.​ SUBJECT: Promotion of Inclusive Art Classes & Programs (Soto) 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Commission receive an update from the Ad-Hoc Committee on 
Inclusive Art Classes and programs celebrating all cultures with an emphasis on the disability 
culture. 
 

2.​ SUBJECT: Annual Public Art Inventory Review (Concordia) 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Commission receive an update from the Ad-Hoc Committee on 
the annual Public Art Inventory Review. 
 

3.​ SUBJECT: Promotion of the Artist & Mural Registries (Diaz/Alvarez) 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Commission receive an update from the Ad-Hoc Committee on 
the promotion of the Artist & Mural Registries. 
 

4.​ SUBJECT: Monthly Presenters (Lopez/Concordia) 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Commission receive an update from the Ad-Hoc Committee on 
inviting local artists and arts organizations to present at the monthly commission meetings. 
 

5.​ SUBJECT: Development of a Public Art Fund Bulletin (Lopez) 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Commission receive an update from the Ad-Hoc Committee on 
the development of a quarterly Public Art Fund Bulletin. 
 

6.​ SUBJECT: Development of Networking Event for Local Artists (Diaz/Lopez/Alvarez) 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Commission receive an update from the Ad-Hoc Committee on 
the development of a networking event for local artists. 
 

7.​ SUBJECT: Future Public Art Installations (Torres/Cano/Concordia) 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Commission receive an update from the Ad-Hoc Committee on 
the research and development of specifications for a lighted sculpture installation in downtown 
Oxnard. 

 
F.​ REPORT OF THE COMMISSION SECRETARY 

The Commission Secretary shall report on items of interest to the Commission occurring since the last 
meeting. The Commission cannot enter into detailed discussion or take action on any items presented 
during this report. Such items may only be referred to the Secretary for administrative action or 
scheduled on a subsequent agenda for discussion. 

 
 

 



 

G.​ COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
Commissioners may individually report on items of interest or concern outside of Ad Hoc Committee 
reports. The Commission cannot enter into detailed discussion or take action on any item presented 
during these reports. The Commissioner’s report shall not exceed three minutes.  

 
H.​ ITEMS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION 

Commissioners may request that items be placed on future agendas for extended discussion. 
 

I.​ ADJOURNMENT 

 



 

MINUTES 
Cultural Arts Commission 

June 10, 2026 
DRAFT 

​
 

A.​ ROLL CALL 
 
At 4:34pm, the regular meeting of the Cultural Arts Commission convened in the City Council 
Chambers. Chair Teodoro Lopez, Commissioner Velia Soto, Commissioner Sandra Diaz, and 
Commissioner Jose Cano Torres were present. Absent from the meeting, Commissioners Elissa 
Torres, Paloma Concordia and Jennifer Alvarez.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the flag of the United States. Staff members present were Julie Estrada, 
Management Analyst, and Sandra Diaz, Administrative Assistant. 
 

B.​ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

C.​ PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
No Public Comments. 

 
E.​ COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 
1.​ SUBJECT:Sunset the Commission Retreat Ad-Hoc Committee 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Commission receive a final update from the ad-hoc 
committee to conclude their business and sunset the Commission Retreat ad-hoc. 
DISCUSSION: The Commission discussed to formally sunset the Commission retreat ad-hoc. 
ACTION: Chair Lopez motioned move with a second fromCommissioner Diaz. 

 
F.​ AD-HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

1.​ SUBJECT: Promotion of Inclusive Art Classes & Programs (Soto) 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Commission receive an update from the Ad-Hoc 
Committee on Inclusive Art Classes and programs celebrating all cultures with an emphasis 
on the disability culture. 
DISCUSSION: Commissioner Soto reported that she met with staff and artists to offer an 
inclusive program and classes, and decided to have a summer program. Upcycle teen art 
camp all inclusive for jr high and high school kids and special populations, week of June 
22nd up to 30 participants. Hubcap refurbishment. 

 
2.​ SUBJECT: Annual Public Art Inventory Review (Commissioner Concordia) 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Commission receive an update from the Ad-Hoc 
Committee on the annual Public Art Inventory Review. 
REPORT: Staff has completed their review of public art and will meet with Commissioner 
Concordia. 

 
3.​ SUBJECT: Promotion of the Artist & Mural Registries (Commissioners Diaz/Alvarez)- 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Commission receive an update from the Ad-Hoc 
Committee on the promotion of the Artist & Mural Registries. 
REPORT: Commissioner Diaz will identify local businesses, update a flyer for businesses 
that do have public art. Will create our own flyers, resources identify costs and materials and 
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connect with artists such as Elissa, complete by 8/26 and follow up in 2/27 with businesses. 
Julie will meet with Commissioner Diaz and Alvarez. 

​  
4.​ SUBJECT: Monthly Presenters (Lopez/Concordia)- 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Commission receive an update from the Ad-Hoc 
Committee on inviting local artists and arts organizations to present at the monthly 
commission meetings. 
REPORT: Staff will be reaching out to organizations. Local presenters that can share what 
they are doing.  
            

5.​ SUBJECT: Development of a Public Art Fund Bulletin (Lopez)- 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Commission receive an update from the Ad-Hoc 
Committee on the development of a quarterly Public Art Fund Bulletin. 
REPORT: Working on layouts for the bulleting, goal is to make sure our community what the 
funding entails and how we are utilizing, quarterly report, easier digestible information. 

 
6.​ SUBJECT: Development of Networking Event for Local Artists (Diaz/Lopez/Alvarez) 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Commission receive an update from the Ad-Hoc 
Committee on the development of a networking event for local artists. 
REPORT: Establish communication with chapter 30 art studio and one on one by May 26, 
identify artists from our registry.  

 
7.​ SUBJECT: Future Public Art Installations (Torres/Cano/Concordia)- 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Commission receive an update from the Ad-Hoc 
Committee on the research and development of specifications for a lighted sculpture 
installation in downtown Oxnard. 
REPORT: No new update, proposal for a new project. 

 
 

G.​ REPORT OF THE COMMISSION SECRETARY 
The Commission Secretary shall report on items of interest to the Commission occurring since the last 
meeting. The Commission cannot enter into detailed discussion or take action on any items presented 
during this report. Such items may only be referred to the Secretary for administrative action or 
scheduled on a subsequent agenda for discussion. 
 

SUBJECT:  April World art day April 15th, April 23 Annual Art Gala over 200 people attended, 
Robb Arstrong cartoonist visited Oxnard, comic strip contest first place winner Michael Pelayo.  
May South Oxnard branch mural project 4 large scale murals. Coming up in June, Insect festival, 
Art is up in the Council Chambers next week gem and mineral camp at Durley Park. July kids art 
camp at the South Oxnard Center. Music academy will have the end of session recitals Colonia 
Rec Center in June and a new session begins in July. Crosswalk art was voted in favor to move 
forward.  
 

H.​ COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
1.​ Commissioner Soto- Community events on Sunday June 14th Ventura county museum in 

Santa Paula , music poetry info booths AG museum. Public speaker art contest sponsored by 
El Concilio art gala, June 12 5:30-7pm OPAC.  

2.​ Commissioner Cano-Thank you for all the updates excited the art walk was approved, 
palomazo music series, festival heritage square this Saturday June 13th.  

3.​ Commissioner Diaz-Juneteenth June 20th at Plaza Park. 
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I.​ ITEMS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION 

 
1.​ Commissioner Diaz-Updates on asphalt art program. 
2.​ Commissioner Cano-Crosswalk art updates. 

 
J.​ ADJOURNMENT 

 
Meeting adjourned at 5:09 pm.​
  

 
 
________________________________​ ​ ​ ​ ________________________________ 
Julie Estrada, Commission Liaison​ ​ ​ ​ Teodoro Lopez, Chair 
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TO:​ ​ Cultural Arts Commission 
 
FROM:​ Julie Estrada, Cultural Arts Manager, julie.estrada@oxnard.org, 805-385-7995 
 
DATE:​ July 1, 2026 
 
SUBJECT:​ Public Art Permit for the Housing Authority’s La Colonia Corridor Mural Project 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Commission approve the Public Art Permit for the Oxnard Housing Authority’s La 
Colonia Corridor Mural Project. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The City of Oxnard City Council and Cultural Arts Commission are committed to increasing the 
quality of life in Oxnard by interweaving arts into the fabric of everyday life. Providing a means 
for artistic expression through public art projects is one way in which the city supports the arts. 
Public art initiatives contribute to community vitality, enhance community identity and place, 
and provide a highly visible means for artists to express themselves, while simultaneously 
allowing the public to enjoy and engage in conversation and show appreciation of art. 
 
This Public Art Permit is a comprehensive overview of the guidelines, steps, and criteria for 
developing public art projects that are on private property, city property, or in the city right of 
way. Potential applicants are encouraged to read the instructions thoroughly prior to the 
application process. 
 
The requested permit covers three murals to be installed at the Housing Authority in the Colonia 
Neighborhood as part of the Choice Early Action Activity for the La Colonia Corridor. Staff has 
reviewed the submitted application, which is complete and includes all required supporting 
documents. The mural is funded through a grant received by the Housing Authority. A 
description of the project states “This project aims to enhance the public realm through vibrant, 
community-informed artwork that reflects the area's cultural identity and honors Oxnard's 
agricultural roots and local history.” The Oxnard Housing Authority, with the City of Oxnard, is 
commissioning three large-scale outdoor murals: two on the Housing Authority Building located 
on 300 N. Marquita Street in the La Colonia Neighborhood and one on a wall located on the 
Housing Authority Building located at 1500 Camino Del Sol. The Oxnard Housing Authority 
conducted an open and competitive Art Call and held multiple community meetings to discuss 
and select the final design. 
 
After preliminary review of the application, staff recommend that the Cultural Arts Commission 
approve the enclosed Public Art Permit for the Housing Authority’s La Colonia Corridor Project. 
 
Attachments: 

A.​ Public Art Permit - Oxnard Housing Authority La Colonia Corridor Mural 

mailto:julie.estrada@oxnard.org






























Current Resume 

Celeste Byers
celestebyers.com
@celestialterrestrial

b. 1989 in San Diego, California 

Education
2012 BFA Art Center College of  Design - Pasadena, California

Experience - Artist & Muralist: 2009 - Present
- Design and execution of  100+ large-scale murals globally for public spaces, commercial properties, and private 
residences in the United States, Mexico, New Zealand, Australia, Sri Lanka, Vietnam, Taiwan, and Switzerland.

Awards
Ventura County Board of  Supervisors Certificate of  Recognition (2021)
U.S. House of  Representatives Certificate of  Special Congressional Recognition (2017)
Ocean Beach Town Council Award for Community Renewal (2017)
County of  San Diego Fourth District Certificate of  Commendation (2017)
City of  San Diego Second District Special Commendation (2017)
City of  San Diego Certificate of  Recognition (2017)
California State Assembly Certificate of  Recognition (2017)
California State Senate Certificate of  Recognition (2017)

Residencies
Temple Children, Hilo, Hawaii, USA, 2023
Hestia Residency, Savannah, Georgia, USA, 2018
Residencia Gorila, Tulum, Mexico, 2013

Selected Solo Exhibitions 
Still Waters, Curated by Deep Feelings Art, Paris, France, 2026

Select Group Exhibitions
Imagine the Future, Binghamton University Library, Binghamton, New York 2025
The Drawing Show, San Diego Central Library Art Gallery, San Diego, California, 2025
Fear No Art, San Diego Central Library Art Gallery, San Diego, California, 2020
Sidewalk Activism, Oceanside Art Museum, Oceanside, California, 2020
Vote Your Future, Times Square Art Alliance, New York City, New York, 2020
The Design of Dissent, MODA (Museum of  Design Atlanta), Atlanta, Georgia, 2019
Deliciosa Monstera, MAIA Contemporary, Mexico City, Mexico, 2018

Select Mural Projects

2026
- Rising Tide, mural for Conrad Prebys Foundation. San Diego, California.

2025
- The Light Below, mural for a private residence. Basel, Switzerland 



2024
- Ước Vọng // Hope, mural for Seattle’s Chinatown International District. Seattle, Washington
- Earth, Air, Fire, and Water. 4 murals for MODA Sorrento Biotech campus. San Diego, California. 
- Protea II, mural for IQHQ’s Research and Development District (RaDD). San Diego, California. 

2023
- Protea I, mural for IQHQ’s Research and Development District (RaDD). San Diego, California
- Palekai, mural for Keaukaha One Youth Development (KOYD). Hilo, Hawaii
- Avian and Aqua, 2 murals for Ardence and Bloom apartments. Los Angeles, California
- Stay Alma, mural for The Desmond’s Stay Alma hotel. San Diego, California

2022
- Magnolia, mural for One Mississippi low income housing project. San Diego, California
- Marie Curie & Margaret Burbidge, two six-story murals for a biotech campus. San Diego, California
- Pacific Shore, mural for SDSU’s Snapdragon Stadium. San Diego, California.
- California Deserts, 4 murals for MODA Sorrento science campus. San Diego, California

2021
- California Immigrants, mural on Oxnard City Hall for the City of  Oxnard. Oxnard, California
- Everything is an Oak Tree, 2 murals for a biotech campus. Thousand Oaks, California 

2020
- Ruth Bader Ginsburg, tribute mural for Folk Arts Rare Records. San Diego, California.
- Native Poppies, Mural for the SOVA Science District. San Diego, California.
- Oakland Wildflowers, mural commissioned by Chromaforms Studio. Oakland, Calfornia
- Reading is a Portal, mural collaboration for Hayes Elementary School. Allentown, Pennsylvania

2019
- Inside Out, mural forVIDA biotech campus. San Diego, California
- Lunar Love, lantern design for Taipei Lantern Festival. Taipei Taiwan. 
- Dear Survivor, mural for Survivor Love Letter at UNLV. Las Vegas, Nevada

2018
- Freedom to Breathe, bus wrap for Climate Nexus’ Freedom to Breathe tour. USA
- Above the Clouds, mural for SODO Track mural project. Seattle, Washington

2017
- Trascendiendo Fronteras / Transcending Borders, mural at Francis Parker School. San Diego, California
- Doña Margarita en el Centro de Tiempo, mural collaboration for Proyecto Panorama. Cancun, Mexico
- Todos Son Importantes, tribute for survivors of  the September 19th, 2017 earthquake. Mexico City, Mexico
- Nopales In Love - mural for Montecillo Apartments. El Paso, Texas.

2016
- Freedom/Captivity, mural for PangeaSeed’s Sea Walls: Murals for Oceans project. San Diego, California
- Sonic Seas, mural collaboration for the Encinitas 101 Mainstreet Association. Encinitas, California
- Penguin Paradise, mural for Seawalls: Murals for Oceans. Napier, New Zealand

For a full portfolio, please visit celestebyers.com.



California Immigrants, mural on Oxnard City Hall. Oxnard, California. 2021

Work Examples: 



Bianca, mural for Thompson Hotels. Zihuatanejo, Mexico. 2018



Reading is a Portal, mural collaboration with Aaron Glasson for Allentown Arts Commission. Allentown, Pennsylvania. 2020

For more work examples, please visit:

celestebyers.com



CONCEPT 1: HOME GROWN

June 23, 2026               Choice Neighborhoods

Home Grown is a vibrant celebration of the people, cultures, and histories that shape La 
Colonia in Oxnard, California. Through imagery drawn from Indigenous Chumash 
heritage, immigrant communities, agricultural labor, family traditions, and neighborhood 
life, the murals honor the generations who built the community while celebrating its 
present and looking toward its future.



June 23, 2026               Choice Neighborhoods



June 23, 2026               Choice Neighborhoods

NEIGHBORHOOD IDENTITY
- Text taken from La Voz de la Colonia, a local newspaper from the early 20th century.



WALL 1 - Roots of Resistance

June 23, 2026               Choice Neighborhoods

300 N Marquita Street 
Oxnard, CA 93030

REFERENCES
● Dolores Huerta, American labor leader and feminist activist. She co-founded the National Farm 

Workers Association (NFWA) which merged with the Agricultural Workers Organizing Committee 
(AWOC) to become the United Farm Workers (UFW).

● United Farm Workers (UFW) logo
● La Colonia’s original lemon orchard
● Rosemary plant (a neighborhood staple)
● Pattern of chumash basket
● Multicultural laborers (Japanese, Chinese, Mexican)
● Community boxing history (symbol of fighting for rights)
● Delano Grape Strike protest. The Delano grape strike is most notable for the effective implementation 

and adaptation of boycotts, the unprecedented partnership between Filipino and Mexican farm 
workers to unionize farm labor, and the resulting creation of the UFW labor union, all of which 
revolutionized the farm labor movement in America.



WALL 1 - Roots of Resistance

June 23, 2026               Choice Neighborhoods

300 N Marquita Street 
Oxnard, CA 93030



WALL 2 - Family, Land, and Continuity

June 23, 2026               Choice Neighborhoods

300 N Marquita Street 
Oxnard, CA 93030

REFERENCES
● Continuation of Delano Grape Strike protests
● Continuation of rosemary (neighborhood staple)
● Grandmother and children to symbolize family and generations. Photo from Growing Up in 

La Colonia. Need permission from author and Martha Muñoz Rodriguez. If permission not 
granted, can replace photo.

● Chumash village and Chumash basket pattern
● Coast Live Oak Acorns. The acorn (misi) is an important food source for the Chumash and 

other native California groups. Each fall acorns were gathered, hulled, dried, and stored in 
large granary baskets. During the summer these baskets sat on wooden platforms outside 
the homes; during the rainy season the baskets were taken inside.

● Lowrider culture
● Corn plants, commonly grown in La Colonia yards
● Mountain and ocean landscape
● Agriculture field



WALL 2 - Family, Land, and Continuity

June 23, 2026               Choice Neighborhoods

300 N Marquita Street 
Oxnard, CA 93030



WALL 3 - Para Ti 1500 Camino Del Sol 
Oxnard, CA 93030

REFERENCES

● Sugarbeet - the plant that started Oxnard’s agricultural industry
● Bill Soo Hoo - Bill was the first mayor of Oxnard who had been born in the town, the first man of Chinese heritage elected 

mayor in California, and likely the first mayor of Chinese descent in the United States. The story of the Soo Hoo family is 
one of struggle, determination and success.

● China Alley and the Chinese Fire Company - China Alley grew into a bustling, and tightly spaced, cluster of wooden 
shanty buildings lining Figueroa Street below the mission. Note the words “tightly spaced” and “wooden.” And so the 
Chinese Fire Company was established in the 1870s, and they provided help not just to the Chinese community, but to 
the rest of the equally flammable wooden-structured town. A small accident (a toppled lantern) could turn quickly to 
disaster. In December 1890 a fire nearly burned all of China Alley to the ground.

● Bok choy, a vegetable brought to California from Chinese immigrants.
● Tomatoes and chili pepper, neighborhood yard staples
● Quinceanera dress - symbol of family continuity, womanhood, and Mexican-American cultural identity.
● Sikh agricultural worker
● Agricultural fields
● Mariachi player symbolizing Mexican immigrant musical culture
● Nopales - Mexican immigrant food staple common in the neighborhood
● Soccer to represent importance of sports within the community
● Happy woman - joyful times in the community
● Chumash basket pattern throughout design



WALL 3 - Para Ti

June 23, 2026               Choice Neighborhoods

1500 Camino Del Sol 
Oxnard, CA 93030
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