
Written materials relating to an item on this agenda that are distributed to the legislative 
bodies within 72 hours before the item is to be considered at its regularly scheduled 
meeting will be made available for public inspection at the City Clerk’s Office, 300 
West Third Street 4th Floor during customary business hours. Agenda reports are also 
on the City of Oxnard web site at www.oxnard.org. 

 
 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you require special assistance to participate in a meeting, please contact 
the City Clerk’s Office at 385-7803.  Notice at least 72 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to reasonably arrange for 
your accessibility to the meeting. 

Agenda Item time estimates: (Staff Presentation / Committee Discussion / Public Comment)  
 

AGENDA 
OXNARD CITY COUNCIL 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Council Chambers, 305 West Third Street 

July 14, 2020 
Regular Meeting - 2:00 to 3:15 PM 

 
A. ROLL CALL, POSTING OF AGENDA, FLAG SALUTE 
    

 

B. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

  

At this time, the legislative body will consider public comments for a maximum of fifteen minutes. A 
person may address the legislative body only on matters not appearing on the agenda and within the 
subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body. Speaker requests shall be submitted as set forth on the 
first page of this agenda. Based on the number of speaker requests submitted, the presiding officer may 
impose time limits per speaker. Typically, speakers are limited to two minutes, but shorter time may be 
established as deemed necessary. The legislative body cannot enter into a detailed discussion or take 
action on any items presented during public comments at this time. Such items may only be referred to 
the City Manager for administrative action or scheduled on a subsequent agenda for discussion. 

    
 

C. CONSENT AGENDA 
    

 

  1. City Clerk Department  
    SUBJECT: Approval of Minutes. 

    RECOMMENDATION: That the Public Safety Committee approve the minutes of the June 9, 2020 
regular meeting as presented. 

    Contact: Michelle Ascencion, (805) 385-7805 
 

 

This meeting is held pursuant to the State Emergency Services Act, the Governor's Emergency Declaration, and Governor's Executive Order N-29-
20 to allow members of the City Council or staff to participate via teleconference.  
Pursuant to the Ventura County Public Health Official’s order and Governor’s Executive Order N-33-20, all city buildings are temporarily closed to the 
public. The public is encouraged to view the meeting from home on the City’s website at Oxnard.org/city-meetings, Spectrum channel 10, Frontier 
channel 35, or YouTube at Youtube.com/oxnardnews. Video recordings are typically available online immediately following the meeting.  
The public may provide comments to the City Council via email at cityclerk@oxnard.org no later than 12:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting. Please 
identify the committee name, meeting date, and agenda item in the email Subject line.  
A telephone option for public comments is also available at this time due to the State of California “Stay At Home” order. Requests to speak must be 
submitted no later than 12:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting. Use the form on the city’s website to submit your request: Oxnard.org/city-meetings, or 
call the City Clerk’s Office at (805) 385-7803, or email your request to cityclerk@oxnard.org. 
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D. REPORTS 
    

 

  1. Police Department  

    SUBJECT: City of Oxnard Response to the Ventura County Grand Jury's Report on Detention 
Facilities. (5/5/5) 

    
RECOMMENDATION: That the Public Safety Committee recommend that City Council authorize 
the Mayor, the City Manager, and the Police Chief to respond, on behalf of the City Council, to the 
Grand Jury’s “Annual Detention Report” dated April 8, 2020.  

    Contact: Scott Whitney, (805) 385-7624 
 

  2. Police Department  

    SUBJECT: Oxnard’s Response to Grand Jury Report Titled “Human Trafficking in Ventura 
County.” (10/5/5) 

    

RECOMMENDATION: That the Public Safety Committee recommend that the City Council 
authorize the Mayor, the City Manager, and the Police Chief to respond, on behalf of the City 
Council, to the Grand Jury Report titled “Human Trafficking in Ventura County” dated April 8, 
2020, in the form included as Attachment B. 

    Contact: Scott Whitney, (805) 385-7624 
 

E. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 
    

 

F. ADJOURNMENT 
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M I N U T E S
OXNARD CITY COUNCIL

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Regular Meeting

June 9, 2020

A. ROLL CALL, POSTING OF AGENDA, FLAG SALUTE

At 2:07 p.m., Chair MacDonald called to order the regular meeting of the Oxnard City Council 
Public Safety Committee in the City Hall Council Chambers at 305 W. Third Street, Oxnard, 
California. The City Clerk called the roll and announced the posting of the agenda. Members 
Vianey Lopez, Carmen Ramirez, and Chair Bryan A. MacDonald were present via videoconference.

Staff members present were Alexander Nguyen, City Manager; Jason Zaragoza, Deputy City 
Attorney; Eric Sonstegard, Assistant Police Chief; Gaye Lynn Ward, Interim Emergency 
Communications Manager; and Michelle Ascencion, City Clerk.

B. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA   (None received.)

C. CONSENT AGENDA

City Clerk Department

1. SUBJECT: Approval of Minutes.
RECOMMENDATION: That the Public Safety Committee approve the minutes of the 
May 12, 2020 regular meeting as presented.

It was moved by Member Ramirez, seconded by Member Lopez, to approve the minutes as 
presented. VOTE: Lopez, MacDonald, and Ramirez voted in favor; the motion carried 3-0.

D. REPORTS

Police Department

1. SUBJECT: Purchase of Radio Dispatch Console System.
RECOMMENDATION: That the Public Safety Committee recommend the City Council 
approve and authorize the Mayor to execute a ten (10) year agreement (#A-8095) with 
InterTalk Critical Information Systems for seven (7) dispatch radio console positions, in 
the amount not to exceed $724,413.16.

The Assistant Police Chief gave a report. Discussion ensued among the Committee and staff.

It was moved by Member Lopez, seconded by Member Ramirez, to approve the recommended action 
as presented. VOTE: Lopez, MacDonald, and Ramirez voted in favor; the motion carried 3-0.

E. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS   

Member Ramirez requested a conversation with the full City Council on improving everyday 
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JUNE 9, 2020 OXNARD CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE PAGE 2

community relations in the wake of the recent murder of Mr. George Floyd at the hands of the 
Minneapolis Police Department. Member Lopez requested the City Council consider a resolution 
addressing police brutality and declaring racism as a public health emergency. The City Manager 
responded that planning for a virtual town hall is in the works.

F. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business on the agenda, and without objection, Chair MacDonald adjourned 
the meeting at 2:27 p.m.

MICHELLE ASCENCION, CMC BRYAN A. MACDONALD
City Clerk Chair
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 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE AGENDA REPORT
 

REPORTS
AGENDA ITEM NO. D.1 

  
  
DATE: July 14, 2020
  

TO: Public Safety Committee
  

FROM: Scott Whitney, Police Chief, (805) 385-7624, scott.whitney@oxnardpd.org
  

SUBJECT: City of Oxnard Response to the Ventura County Grand Jury's Report on Detention Facilities. 
(5/5/5)

 

RECOMMENDATION
 

That the Public Safety Committee recommend that City Council authorize the Mayor, the City Manager, and 
the Police Chief to respond, on behalf of the City Council, to the Grand Jury's "Annual Detention Report" dated 
April 8, 2020. 
 

BACKGROUND
 

The 2019-2020 Ventura County Grand Jury recently published their annual report on detention facilities within 
the County of Ventura. 

Each year the Grand Jury reviews all detention facilities within the County of Ventura. These reviews are 
conducted by making unannounced inspections of all law enforcement detention facilities. The inspections 
include a site visit to and physical inspection of each facility, a review of operational policies and procedures, 
and a review of all required certifications. 

The Police Department currently has a temporary holding facility, which is staffed by civilian personnel, 
supervised by a police sergeant and managed by a police commander. 

The Grand Jury found that the facility was clean, well monitored, odor free, and well lit. The cell floors had 
been resurfaced and repaired recently due to substantial deterioration. The facility had an Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED) and first aid kit. All certifications were current for fire and health inspections. The policy 
and procedures were available to all personnel via Lexipol. 

All mandatory procedures for juveniles, including maintaining separation from adult detainees were followed. 
Detailed logs recorded all juvenile detentions. 

There were no items that required corrective action. 

The City is required to respond to the report in 90 days via the form included as Attachment 2. 
 

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

ITEM #D-1
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This agenda item is a routine operational item or does not relate to the four strategic plans adopted by City 
Council on May 17, 2016.
 

FINANCIAL IMPACT
 

This is an informational report and has no financial impact.
 

Prepared by: Alex Arnett, Police Commander, Denise Shadinger, Police Commander
 

ATTACHMENTS
1. 2020 Response to Grand Jury Report Form
2. 2020 Grand Jury Annual Detention Report
3. 2020 Grand Jury Detention Report Presentation

ITEM #D-1
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Response to Grand Jury Report Form

Report Title: Grand Jury Annual Detention Report

Report Date: April 8, 2020

Response by: Alexander Nguyen              Title: City Manager
Scott Whitney        Title: Police Chief

Recommendation

 I (we) agree with the findings numbered: ALL
 I (we) disagree wholly or partially with the findings numbered:  

Statement specifying any portions of the findings that are disputed; include an explanation of 
the reasons therefor.

RECOMMENDATIONS

 None

Date: Signed: 
Tim Flynn, Mayor

ATTEST:

Michelle Ascencion, City Clerk

Date: Signed: 
Alexander Nguyen, City Manager

Date: Signed: 
Scott Whitney, Police Chief

Number of pages attached:  0
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Public Safety Committee 

July 14, 2020

Ventura County Grand Jury
Annual Detention Report
ERIC SONSTEGARD, ASSISTANT CHIEF

ALEX ARNETT, COMMANDER

Presentation Objectives

● Provide an overview of the Grand Jury Detention Report

● Receive recommendation from the Committee that the 
City Council authorize a response from the Mayor, City 
Manager, and Police Chief on the City Council’s behalf

2
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Police Department Temporary 
Holding Facility

Adult Temporary Holding Cells:
● Six secured holding cells for adult arrestees
● Arrestees are not held for more than six hours per 
department policy

Non‐secure Juvenile Holding Room:
● Detained in a non‐secure holding room away from the 
adult temporary holding cells

● Juveniles are monitored by police or custody officer

3

Police Department Temporary 
Holding Facility

Staffing:
● 1 ‐ Senior Police Service Officer
● 6 ‐ Police Service Officers

Supervision and Management:
● 1 Sergeant
● 1 Commander

4

ITEM #D-1

35



7/7/2020

3

Grand Jury Detention Report
919(b) PC
Requires the Grand Jury to inspect detention facilities

What is inspected:
● Juvenile detention log, fire and health inspection 
reports, BSCC report, AED online‐log

● Policy/procedure manuals
● Conditions of our temporary holding cells

5

Grand Jury Detention Report

Findings:
● Deteriorated floors, repaired before next inspection

Recommendations:
● No recommendations noted

6
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Questions?

7
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 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE AGENDA REPORT
 

REPORTS
AGENDA ITEM NO. D.2 

  
  
DATE: July 14, 2020
  

TO: Public Safety Committee
  

FROM: Scott Whitney, Police Chief, (805) 385-7624, scott.whitney@oxnardpd.org
  

SUBJECT: Oxnard’s Response to Grand Jury Report Titled "Human Trafficking in Ventura County." 
(10/5/5)

 

RECOMMENDATION
 

That the Public Safety Committee recommend that the City Council authorize the Mayor, the City Manager, 
and the Police Chief to respond, on behalf of the City Council, to the Grand Jury Report titled "Human 
Trafficking in Ventura County" dated April 8, 2020, in the form included as Attachment B.
 

BACKGROUND
 

On or about May 23, 2020, the Ventura County Civil Grand Jury released a sixteen (16) page report on the 
subject of human trafficking within Ventura County.  The Police Department received an advanced copy of the 
report on May 21, 2020.  The City of Oxnard is required to respond to certain findings and recommendations in 
the Grand Jury report. 

The Grand Jury report titled “Human Trafficking in Ventura County” (“the report”) is included with this staff 
report as Attachment A.

Human trafficking is the exploiting of a person for labor, services, or commercial sex. California is ranked in 
our nation’s top four states as a “destination” for trafficking human beings because of the large population, 
coastal access, proximity to the Mexican border, numerous ports and airports, extensive freeway system, 
significant immigrant population, and economies that include industries that attract forced labor. Human 
trafficking is not a new crime in Ventura County. In 1990, the federal government filed an indictment against a 
Somis farmer for extortion and slavery of over 300 farm workers that had been lured from rural Mexico. At the 
time, this Ventura County case was the largest such prosecution in United States history. 

Prior to 2014, data on human trafficking was anecdotal.  Data indicates that human trafficking (involving sex 
and labor) was flourishing in Ventura County, but operating undetected. It was often misidentified by law 
enforcement and non-profit organizations as domestic violence, child abuse, prostitution, and unsafe labor.  
Populations particularly at risk include people experiencing homelessness, runaway juveniles, child abuse 
victims, children in the child welfare system, domestic violence victims, people who are undocumented, and 
people in the sex industry. 

On June 6, 2019, Oxnard Police Chief Scott Whitney, along with other law enforcement leaders and non-profit 

ITEM #D-2
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organizations in the county, signed an operational memorandum of understanding (“MOU”) with the Ventura 
County Sheriff’s Office, Human Trafficking Task Force.  The Oxnard Police Department agreed to be a partner 
in conducting multi-jurisdictional human trafficking investigations in Oxnard and surrounding cities. 

This MOU outlines strategies that can lead to better identification of human trafficking victims who are 
transported throughout California for sex or labor through the use of force, fraud and/or coercion. The Oxnard 
Police Department has previously partnered with victim service organizations to protect human trafficking 
victims and provide human trafficking victims in a trauma-informed, victim-centered, and culturally affirming 
manner. 

The City of Oxnard is required to respond to the following conclusions / recommendations from the report:

C-03: The Grand Jury concluded that differences in County and city massage parlor ordinances allow illicit 
businesses to avoid legal consequence.
The City of Oxnard agrees with this conclusion.

C-04: The Grand Jury concluded that coordinating ordinances regarding massage parlors among the County 
and the cities within the County will improve the effectiveness of enforcement operations.
The City of Oxnard agrees with this conclusion.

R-01: The Grand Jury recommends the County and each of the cities within the County coordinate their 
respective ordinances regarding massage parlors through the efforts of the Task Force.
The City of Oxnard agrees with this recommendation.

Of note, ordinances that concern massage parlors are codified in Oxnard’s City Code in Article IX (“Massage 
Parlors”).  Oxnard City Code sections 11-232 through 11-248 address massage parlor regulation, and include 
items such as: massage technician certificate requirements, registration requirements, hours of operation, 
advertising prohibitions, hours of operation, physical building requirements, health and safety requirements, 
owner/operator responsibility, and inspection authority.

California Penal Code section 933(c) requires the City to respond to certain findings and recommendations 
presented in the report within ninety (90) days of receipt. A response is due by August 19, 2020.  A draft of the 
City’s response is presented as Attachment B.
 

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES
 

This agenda item supports the Quality of Life strategy. The purpose of the Quality of Life strategy is to build 
relationships and create opportunities within the community for safe and vibrant neighborhoods, which will 
showcase the promising future of Oxnard. This item supports the following goals and objectives:

Goal 1. Improve community safety and quality of life through a combination of prevention, intervention, and 
suppression efforts that address crime and underlying issues.
 

FINANCIAL IMPACT
 

None.
 

Prepared by: Jason Benites, Assistant Police Chief
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ATTACHMENTS
1. Response to Grand Jury Report Form
2. Grand Jury Report. Human Trafficking in Ventura County
3. Human Trafficking Slide Presentation
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  of 
ventura

Grand Jury 
800 South Victoria Avenue 

Ventura, CA 93009
(805) 477-1600

Fax: (805) 658-4523

grandjury.countyofventura.org

Response to Grand Jury Report Form

Report Title:    Grand Jury Response to Human Trafficking

Report Date:    April 8, 2020

Response by: Tim Flynn Title:   City of Oxnard Mayor

FINDINGS / CONCLUSIONS

 I (we) agree with the Facts/ Conclusions numbered: C-03, C-04

 I (we) disagree wholly or partially with the Facts/ Conclusions numbered:__________
(Attach a statement specifying any portions of the Facts/ Conclusions that are disputed; 
including an explanation of the reasons.)

RECOMMEND ATIONS:

• Recommendations numbered  have been 
implemented. (Attach a summary describing the implemented actions and 
date completed.)

• Recommendations number    have not yet been implemented, but will 
be implemented in the future.
(Attach a timeframe for the implementation.)

• Recommendations numbered R-01           require further analysis.

• Recommendations numbered   will not be implemented 
because they are not warranted or are not reasonable.

Date: Signed:  

Number of pages attached: 0
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Chief Scott Whitney 

Oxnard’s response to Grand Jury Report 
Titled “Human Trafficking in Ventura”

Public Safety Committee 
July 14, 2020 Meeting

1

Recommendation

“That the Public Safety Committee recommend that

the City Council authorize the Mayor, the City

Manager, and the Police Chief to respond, on

behalf of the City Council, to the Grand Jury Report

titled “Human Trafficking in Ventura County”
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Background

➢May 2020: Ventura County Civil Grand Jury released

a sixteen (16) page report on the subject of human

trafficking within Ventura County

➢The City of Oxnard is required to respond to two

conclusions (C‐03, C‐04) and a recommendation (R‐

01) listed in the report
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Human Trafficking  

➢ Human trafficking is the exploitation of a 
person for labor, services, or commercial sex 
acts

➢ California is ranked in our nation’s top four
states as a “destination” for human 
trafficking 
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Ventura County History

➢ 1990: the federal government indicted a 
Somis farmer for extortion and slavery of 
over 300 farm workers lured from rural 
Mexico 

➢ 2011: Two armed sex traffickers operated a 
multi‐city operation out of home brothels in 
Oxnard and Pacoima 
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Ventura County History

➢ 2012: Oxnard Police was alerted to two home 

brothels across from each other in downtown 

Oxnard

➢ 2013: Two seventeen year old high school 

girls were forced into prostitution by their 

aunt and uncle. The victims were freed by 

Oxnard Police Department Vice Detectives
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Efforts

➢ 2019 :Oxnard PD joins the Ventura County 

Human Trafficking Task Force (“VCHTTF”)

➢ A partnership between local agencies and 

non‐profit organizations to conduct multi‐

jurisdictional human trafficking investigations

7��������	
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VCHTTF

➢ Outlines strategies that can lead to increased 

identifications of human trafficking victims

➢ Partners with victim service organizations to 

protect human trafficking victims with victim‐

centered investigations 
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Recent Case with VCHTTF

➢ On May 12, 2020, Oxnard Detectives arrested 

an adult male (New York resident) for 

pimping in north Oxnard after receiving 

several community complaints

➢ VCHTTF provided several resources to assist 

in the investigation 
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Grand Jury Conclusions 

➢ C‐03: The differences in County and city 

massage parlor ordinances allow illicit 

businesses to avoid legal consequences

➢ City of Oxnard Response:

○ The City Of Oxnard agrees with this conclusion
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Grand Jury Conclusions 

➢ C‐04: Coordinating ordinances regarding 

massage parlors among the County and the 

cities within the county will improve the 

effectiveness of enforcement operations 

➢ City of Oxnard Response:

○ The City Of Oxnard agrees with this conclusion
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Grand Jury Recommendation 

➢ R‐01: The County and each of the cities 

within the County coordinate their respective 

ordinances regarding massage parlors 

through the efforts of the Task Force

➢ City of Oxnard Response:

○ The City Of Oxnard agrees with this 

recommendation
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End of Report
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